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Abstract A new species of the staphylinid genus Lesteva is described under the 
name of Lesteva chujoi. It is found on Mt. Alishan of Taiwan. 


Up to the present, no species of the genus Lesteva have been recorded or 
described from Taiwan. Examining the Taiwanese staphylinids, | have found an inter- 
esting species belonging to Lesteva, which was obtained on Mt. Alishan of Chiayi 
Hsien in Central Taiwan. It seems to belong to the group of Lesteva crassipes in hav- 
ing similar elytral colour and feature of male genital organ. After a careful examina- 
tion, it has become clear that this species is new to science for the reason of disagree- 
ment with the known species of the group in configuration of the median lobe of male 
genital organ. It will be described in the present paper in dedication to the memory of 
the late Dr. Michio CH0JO who was an excellent coleopterologist and greatly con- 
tributed to the knowledge of the Asian Coleoptera. 

Before going further, I would like to express my hearty thanks to Dr. Shun-Ichi 
UENO, Visiting Professor at Tokyo University of Agriculture, for his kindness in 
giving me valuable advice on this study. Deep gratitude is also due to Mr. Yasutoshi 
SHIBATA, Machida-shi, for his kindness in providing me with the specimens used in the 
present study, and to Mr. Arata ISHIZUKA, Laboratory of Insect Resources, Tokyo Uni- 
versity of Agriculture, for his assistance in taking the photograph. 


Lesteva chujoi Y. WATANABE, sp. nov. 
(Figs. 1-4) 
Body length: 3.9-4.6 mm (from front margin of head to anal end); 2.6-2.7 mm 
(from front margin of head to elytral apices). 


Body elliptical and somewhat depressed above. Colour reddish brown to blackish 


brown and moderately shining, with mouth-parts yellow, antennae and legs except for 
yellowish tarsi reddish brown. 
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Male. Head apparently broader across compound eyes than long (width/ 
length=1.50) and somewhat depressed above; postocular part arcuate and 
distinctly shorter than the longitudinal diameter of each eye; surface not so closely 
covered with somewhat coarse setiferous punctures, frontal area between antennal 
tubercles subtrapezoidally depressed, surface of the depression flat and more sparingly 
covered with setiferous punctures than on disc, and with microscopic ground sculp- 
ture, each side of the middle somewhat broadly and longitudinally depressed, the 
depression extending to the front one; ocelli distinct, the distance between them 
slightly larger than that from the outside of each ocellus to the inner margin of com- 
pound eye, which is relatively prominent. Antennae elongate, extending beyond the 
posterior margin of pronotum, each segment subopaque; Ist robust and dilated apicad, 
almost twice as long as broad, 2nd constricted at the base, apparently longer than broad 
(length/width=1.67), much shorter (2nd/1st=0.56) and narrower (2nd/1st=0.67) than 
Ist, 3rd and 4th equal in both length and width, each nearly twice as long as broad, 
slightly longer (3rd/2nd= 1.20) though as broad as 2nd, Sth to 9th nearly equal in both 





Fig. 1. Habitus of Lesteva chujoi Y. WATANABE, sp. nov., from Mt. Alishan of Chiayi Hsien, Taiwan. 
Scale: 1.0mm. 
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length and width, each obviously longer than broad (length/width=2.33), slightly 
longer than (Sth/4th=1.17) though as broad as 4th, 10th and 11th equal in width to 
each other, 10th distinctly longer than broad (length/width=2.17), somewhat shorter 
than 9th (10th/9th=0.89), 11th remarkably longer than broad (length/width=3.33) and 
much longer than 10th (11th/10th=1.52), subacuminate at the apex. 

Pronotum subcordate and somewhat convex, apparently transverse (width/ 
length=1.16), distinctly longer (pronotum/head=1.55) and broader (pronotum/ 
head=1.20) than head, widest at anterior third and more strongly narrowed posteriad 
than anteriad; lateral sides arcuate in anterior two-thirds and nearly straight in posterior 
third, finely though distinctly bordered throughout, the border continuing onto poste- 
rior margin which is very slightly emarginate at the middle, anterior margin weakly 
emarginate at the middle, anterior angles narrowly rounded though invisible from dor- 
sal side, posterior angles rectangular; surface more closely and more finely punctured, 
covered with more distinct pubescence than on head, bearing an obscure 
U-shaped depression at the middle in posterior half and an oblique depression in poste- 
rior half just inside each lateral margin. Scutellum relatively small and subtriangular, 
surface closely covered with coarse setiferous punctures. Elytra subtrapezoidal, dilated 
posteriad, almost as long as broad, obviously longer (elytra/pronotum=1.81) and 
broader (elytra/pronotum=1.56) than pronotum; posterior margin broadly and feebly 
emarginate at the middle, posterior angles broadly rounded; surface covered with 
denser setiferous punctures than on pronotum. Legs moderately long, protarsus not 
widened, last segment of metatarsus shorter than the two preceding segments together. 

Abdomen broad, distinctly narrowed towards the anal end; surface of each tergite 
somewhat closely covered with microscopic setiferous punctures, the punctures be- 
coming somewhat sparser on posterior tergites; 8th sternite shallowly and semicircu- 
larly emarginate at the middle of posterior margin. 

Genital organ (Figs. 2—4) trilobed and symmetrical. Median lobe distinctly 
narrowed towards the apex which is bluntly pointed as seen from dorsal side. Paramere 
elongate, a little shorter than median lobe, each more or less thickened at apical part 
and fringed with two or so extremely fine setae at the tip. 

Female. Similar in general appearance to male, but different from it in 8th 
abdominal sternite subtruncate at the apex. 

Type series. Holotype: 6, allotype: 9, Mt. Alishan, Chiayi Hsien, Taiwan, 
1-IV—1980, Y. SHIBATA leg. Paratypes: 3d, same data as for the holotype; 24d , 1 2, 
same locality as above, 17—-V—1968, Y. WATANABE leg. All deposited in the collection 
of the Laboratory of Insect Resources, Tokyo University of Agriculture. 

Distribution. Taiwan. 

Bionomics. According to Mr. SHIBATA, the type specimens were obtained by him- 
self from under pebbles at the streamside near Shenmu of Mt. Alishan in Chiayi Hsien 
at an altitude of 2,300 m. 

Remarks. The present new species resembles L. crassipes SHARP, 1889 (p. 471), 
but differs from it in the following points: body somewhat smaller; pronotum more de- 
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Figs. 2—4. Male genital organ of Lesteva chujoi Y. WATANABE, sp. nov.; dorsal view (2), lateral view (3), 
and ventral view (4). Scale: 0.25 mm. 


pressed above, surface much more closely and more finely punctured; elytra almost as 
long as broad, surface much more finely punctured; male genital organ with median 
lobe somewhat longer than parameres, much broader than that of L. crassipes and de- 
void of longitudinal carina at the middle in posterior half. 

Etymology. This new species is dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. Michio 
CHOJO, who made notable contribution to the clarification of the coleopteran fauna of 
Taiwan. 
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